
How to Cite Your Sources 
 It is very important to cite all of the sources you use when writing a paper or creating a presentation.  

You must give credit to the authors who write and publish ideas either in writing or online.  Any time you use 

someone else’s work without giving them credit it’s called plagiarism and it’s considered illegal.  It’s easy to 

avoid plagiarizing by making sure you acknowledge that you borrowed someone else’s words or ideas and cite 

your sources. 

MLA Style- 8th Edition (Modern Language Style) 
Geneva Middle School North and Geneva Middle School South use the MLA style to cite sources.  There are very 

specific rules to use when creating a Sources Cited page. 

 

Here are some examples of cited works: 

Print Sources 
 

Book-one author 

 Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year.  

Clodes, John. Careers. Riverside Publishing, 2006.  

 

 

Book-two authors 

Author’s Last Name, First Name, and 2nd Author’s First Name, Last Name. Title of  

Book. Publisher, Year.  

Landre, Rick, and Mike Miller. Business in a Changing World.   

 South West, 2010.  

Book-more than two authors 

First author’s Last Name, First Name, et al. Title of Book. Publisher, Year. 

Miller, Mike, et al. Swimming Against the Stream. Treehouse Publishers, 2012. 

 

Book with an editor 

 Editor’s Last Name, First Name and Initial, editor. Title of Book.  Publisher, Year. 

            Morkes, Andrew, editor. Essays on Bertrand Russell. University 

  of Illinois Press, 1999.  

Article in a Reference Book (ex. Encyclopedias, dictionaries) 
 Author of Article. (if given) “Article Title.”  Title of Encyclopedia. Edition, Year. 

 "Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed., 1997. 

 “Auto Design Engineer.”  Occupational Guidance.  Vol.1, Unit 3, Revision H, 

  #16, Finney Company, 2009.  

 



Magazine or Newspaper Article 
 Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of the Article.” Title of the 

Container (the element that holds the source, such as a magazine), volume #,  

no, Year, pp.  

Bryant, Marjorie. “Hinduism in India.”  History of Today, vol. 30, no. 2, 2014, pp. 46-

 49. 

Photo or Image from Book 

Photographer’s/Artist’s Last Name, First Name (If available).  Title of Artwork. Year of 

artwork, Museum (if known).  Title of Book, by author’s first name, last name, 

Publisher, Year.  Page number(s) in book where picture is located.  

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800, Museo del Prado, 

 Madrid. Gardener's Art Through the Ages, by Richard G. Tansey and Fred S. 

 Kleiner, Harcourt Brace, p. 939. 

 

Online Sources 
 

Web Site 

Creator’s Name (if given). “Title of Article or Individual Page.” Title of Website, 

Publisher or Sponsor of the website (if available), Date posted or last updated, 

 URL. 

Farber, Jim. “Grammy Winners 2010.” NYDailyNews.com. 2 Feb. 2010. www.nytimes 

 .com/#.3-5.g=hgstream. 

 

Database Magazine Article 
Author. “Title of article.” Magazine Title, volume number, no, Year, pp. Name of  

 Database, URL. 

 

 "Rubella Almost Eradicated in the United States." Women's Health Weekly. May 2008, 

  pp. 52-56. Gale Research in Context,www.Gale.org/54389. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes/


eBook 

Author (if available).  “Title of Article or Excerpt.”  Book Title. Copyright  year.  

  Name of Database, URL. 

 Sonnenblick, Jordan. After Ever After, 2010. Follett Shelf, 

             

  follettshelf.com/mobileReader/indexMin.html#/ktsId/1601620. 
 

Image  
 Last name, First name of photographer/artist (if found). Name of item (Make up a name 

  that describes the image if there is no name.). Name of web site where the item 

  was found, Date posted, URL. 

 Vasquez, Gary A. Photograph of Coach K with Team USA. NBC Olympics, 5 Aug. 

  2016, www.nbcolympics.com/news/rio-olympics-coach-ks. 

 

Online Encyclopedia 
 Author (if available). “Title of article.” Title of Publication.  Sponsor (company name), 

  Date of Publication, URL. 

"Alligator." Britannica School. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 1 Jun. 2016.  

    school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/272817.  

 

 

YouTube Video 

 

Cite as much information as you can find.  If the author’s name is the same as the 

uploader, only list the name once.  

 

 Creator or Poster’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of the Page.” Name of Website,  

  Date posted or last updated, URL. 

 

Kulathunga, Kasun. “George Frideric Handel’s Water Music.” YouTube, 3 July 2008, 

  www.youtube.com/watch?v=sz9bWW3E. 

 

 

 

*If you cannot find a certain piece of information asked for in the formatting description, skip 

it and go to the next step in the citation. 

 

*You can go to citation generators such as easybib.com, however be aware that not all sites 

create citations that look the same.  It is up to your teacher as to which sites you may use. 

 

*A great reference if you have questions is Purdue Owl: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 


